The George Sand-

and ousting Beranger! What immense buffoonery is ...
everything! But a not at all gay buffoonery.

Misery is very evident. Everyone is in want, beginning with
myself! But perhaps we were too accustomed to comfort and
tranquillity. We buried ourselves in material things. We must
return to the great tradition, hold no longer to life, to happi-
ness, to money nor to anything; be what our grandfathers were,
light, effervescing people.

Once men passed their life in starving. The same prospect
is on the horizon. What you tell me about poor Nohant is
terrible. The country has suffered less here than with you.

CLXXIIL    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, AT CROISSET

Nohant, 8 August, 1870

Are you in Paris in the midst of all this torment? What a
lesson the people are getting who want absolute masters!
France and Prussia are cutting each other's throats for rea-
sons that they don't understand! Here we are in the midst of
great disasters, and what tears at the end of it all, even should
we be the victors! One sees nothing but poor peasants mourn-
ing for their children who are leaving.

The mobilization takes away those who were left with us
and how they are being treated to begin with! What disorder,
what disarray in that military administration, which absorbed
everything and had to swallow up everything! Is this horrible
experience going to prove to the world that warfare ought to
be suppressed or that civilization has to perish?

We have reached the point this evening of knowing that we
are beaten, perhaps tomorrow we shall know that we have
beaten, and what will there be good or useful from one or the
other?
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